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HI STORY 

Grade VI I     

Lesson 1.  TRACI NG CHANGES THROUGH A THOUSAND YEARS 

 

 
 

 

1. Amir  khusr au used t he wor d 

  a) Hindu b) Hindust an c) I ndia d) None of  t hese 

2. For eigner s in Per sian was called 

 a) Alien b) Par desi c) Aj nabi  d) None of  t hese 

3. Manuscr ipt s wer e kept  in 

 a) Libr ar y b) Ar chives c) Bot h of  t hese d) None of  t hese 

4. Decline of  Mughal  empir e led t o emer gence of  

  a) Regional st at es b) Regions  c) Bot h of  t hese d) None of  t hese 

5. Holy book of  Muslims is called 

  a) Quar an b) Git a  c) Bible d) None of  t hese 

1) a 2) c 3) c 4) a 5) a 

 

 

 

1.  Car t ogr apher  is one who dr aws  

 a) Pict ur es b) Sket ch c) Maps d) Paint ings 

2. Al –I dr isi was a ____________car t ogr apher  

 a) Ar abian b) Fr ench c) Ger man d) None of   t hese 

3. Ar chive was a place wher e _____________wer e collect ed 

 a) Gr ains b) Manuscr ipt s c) Coins d) None of  t hese 

4. Z iyauddin Bar ani was a __________ cent ur y chr onicler  

 a) 18t h b) 14 t h c) 15t h  d)  17t h  

5. ___________ wer e t he most  dominant  gr oup in societ y 

 a) Kshat r iyas b) Tr ader s c) Muslims d) Br ahmanas 

1. c 2. a 3. b 4. b 5. d 

 

 I .  Mult iple Choice Quest ions 

 I I .  Mult iple Choice Quest ions 
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1.  Car t ogr apher  is a per son who makes?  

 a) Car t oons b) Car icat ur es c) Maps d) None of  t hese 

2. I n which cent ur y Babur  used Hindust an t o descr ibe geogr aphy of  subcont inent ? 

 a) 17t h Cent ur y b) 18 t h cent ur y c) 16t h  cent ur y d) None of  t hese  

3. Why do hist or ians t oday have t o be car ef ul about  t he t er ms  in t he past ? 

a) Because t hey do not  know t he meaning of  t er ms  

b) Because t he t er ms may have mor e t han one meaning  

c) because t he t er ms meant  dif f er ent  in t he past .        

d) None of  t hese 

4. Which of  t he f ollowing is not  t he  meaning of   ‘f or eigner ’ in t he past ? 

 a) St r anger  b) Par desi c) Aj nabi d) I ndigenous 

5. I n which per iod did t he number  and var iet y of  t ext ual r ecor ds incr ease dr amat ically? 

 a) 600 t o 700 b) 700 t o 800 c) 800 t o 1000 d) 700 t o 1750 

6. Which t ype of  people collect ed manuscr ipt s? 

 a) Poor  people b) Wealt hy people c) Local people d) None of  t hese 

7. Wher e wer e t he manuscr ipt s placed? 

 a) At  home b) I n libr ar ies c) I n ar chives d) Bot h (b) and (c)  

8. Z iyauddin Bar ani wr ot e his Chr onicle f ir st  in? 

 a) 13t h Cent ur y b)  12 t h Cent ur y c) 14t h Cent ur y d) 15 t h Cent ur y 

9. I n which cent ur ies was t he t er m ‘Kshat r iya’ applied mor e gener ally t o a gr oup  of  war r ior s? 

a) Bet ween t he eight h and f our t eent h cent ur ies  

b)  Bet ween t he ninet eent h and t went iet h cent ur ies 

c) Bet ween t he f our t eent h and f if t eent h cent ur ies  

d) None of  t hese 

10. Which language was spoken dur ing 14t h cent ur y in pr esent  Bengal r egion? 

 a) Awadhi b) Gaur i c) Telangani d) Lahor i 

11. Which is t he holy book of  Muslims? 

 a) Git a b) Adi-pur an c) Quar an d) Ramayana 

12. Who had accept ed t he aut hor it y of  t he ear ly Muslim leader s? 

 a) Sunnis b) Shias c) Khalif as d) None of  t hese 

 

 I I I .  Mult iple Choice Quest ions 
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13. Pr osper it y in t he subcont inent  at t r act  t r ading companies of  which r egion? 

 a) Eur opean b) Aust r alian c) Russian d) None of  t hese 

 

 

 

1.  The Medieval per iod began in I ndia in :  

 a) 9 t h Cent ur y AD b) 8 t h Cent ur y AD c) 10t h Cent ur y AD d) 18 t h Cent ur y AD 

2. For  t he f ir st  t ime, t he t er m ‘Hindust an’ was used by: 

 a) Al –I dr isi b) Minhaj -i-sir aj  c) Muhamad Tughluq d) Z iyauddin Bar ani 

3. I n which per iod t he number  and var iet y of  t ext ual r ecor ds incr eased dr amat ically : 

 a) 600 t o 700 CE b) 700 t o 800 CE c) 800 t o 1000 CE d) 700 t o 1750 CE 

4. Car t ogr apher  is t he per son who dr aws: 

 a) Paint ings  b) Pict ur es c) Sket ches d) Maps 

5. Scr ipt  r ef er s t o : 

 a) Wr it t en f or m of  language b) Spoken f or m of  language 

 c) Bot h (a) and (b)   d) None of  t hese 

6. This is t he holy book of  Muslims : 

 a) Git a b) Ramayan c) Qur an d) Bible 

7. Z iyauddin Bar ani was a chr onicles of  : 

 a) 18t h Cent ur y b) 19 t h Cent ur y c ) 14 t h Cent ur y d) 15 t h Cent ur y 

8. Who collect ed manuscr ipt s in t he past ? 

 a) Poor  people b) Wealt hy people c) Local People d) None of  t hese 

9. This was t he most  dominant  gr oup in t he societ y: 

 a) Kshat r iyas b) Tr ader s c) Br ahmanas  d) Muslims 

10. Dif f icult ies f aced by t he hist or ians in using manuscr ipt s ar e : 

a) Hand wr it ing of  manuscr ipt s is not  clear . 

b) Lot  of  inf or mat ion is pr ovided in Manuscr ipt s 

c) Manuscr ipt s wer e copied by hand 

d) None of  t hese 

1. c 2. c 3. c 4. d 5. d 6. b 7. d 8. c 

9. a 10.  b 11. c 12.  a 13. a    

 I V.  Mult iple Choice Quest ions 
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1. b 2. b 3. d 4. d 5. a 6. c 7. c 8. b 9. c 10. c 

 

 

 

  

1.  Ar chives ar e places wher e ..............................ar e kept  

2. .............................was a f our t eent h – cent ur y chr onicler . 

3. .............................., ..................., ................................, ..........................and ................wer e some of  t he 

new  cr ops int r oduced int o t he subcont inent  dur ing t his per iod. 

4. The f r esh car t ogr apher  made I ndia’s map in ......................................... 

5. ...................................... used Hindust an t o descr ibe geogr aphy of  I ndia 

6. Par desi means ............ 

7. Bar ani wr ot e his f ir st  chr onicle in ...... 

8. Raj put s der ived t heir  or igin f r om t he wor d .......................... 

1. document s and           

manuscr ipt s 
2. Z iyauddin Bar ani 

3. Pot at oes, cor n, 

chilli, t ea, cof f ee 
4. 1720 

5. Babur  6. f or eigner  7. 1356 8. Raj aput r a 

 

 

 

i.  The hist or ians need t o be sensit ive t o t he dif f er ent  hist or ical backgr ounds, i.e.  t he 

____________ in which inf or mat ion  about  t he past  was  pr oduced. 

ii. ____________used t he t er m ‘ Hind’ 

iii. Hist or ians st ill r ely on ________, __________, _________, ___________f or  inf or mat ion 

iv  Thr ough t his per iod ___________became gr adually cheaper . 

v) Manuscr ipt s wer e collect ed by ________, _______, ________ and t emples 

i) Cont ext  ii) Amir  Khusr au 
iii) Coins, inscr ipt ions, 

Ar chit ect ur e 
iv) Paper  

v) Wealt hy people, 

Ruler s, Monast er ies 

 

 

 

I  Fill in the blanks 

I I  Fill in the blanks 
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1.  __________pr ovide a lot  of  inf or mat ion t o t he hist or ians. 

2.  Rules and r egulat ions of  j at is wer e enf or ced by __________ 

3. Knowledge of  __________ ear ned Br ahmanas a lot  of  r espect  

4. The Muslims had t wo divisions t he __________ and t he __________ 

5. __________ had cont r olled an empir e f r om Bengal in t he east  t o Ghazni in t he west . 

1.Manuscr ipt s 2.J at i Panchayat  3. Sanskr it  4. Shias, Sunnis 5.Balban 

 

 

 

1. Minhaj  – i –sir aj  was a chr onicler , who wr ot e in ...................... 

2. Manuscr ipt s wer e placed in museum and  ......................  

3. The name Raj put  has been der ived f r om ......................... 

4. J at is wer e also r equir ed t o f ollow t he ....................of  t he villages. 

5. ....................r ef er r ed t o lear ned t heologians and j ur ist s.  

1. Per sian 2. ar chives 3. Raj put r a 4. Rules 5. Ulama 

 

 

 

 

Column A Column B 

1. Ali    a) Bengal 

2. Khalif a b) Br ahamins 

3. Sanskr it  c) Muslims 

4. Gauda d) Muhammad’s son-in-law 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1) d 2) c 3) b 4) a 

I  Mat ch the Following 

I I I  Fill in the blanks 

I V Fill in the blanks 
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Column I  Column I I  

1. Al – I dr isi a) Hind 

2. Hindust an b) Ar chives 

3. Amir  – khusr au c) 14 t h Cent ur y chr onicler  

4. Manuscr ipt s d) Ar abian 

5. Ziyauddin Bar ani e) Assembly of  elder s 

6. J at i Panchayat  f ) Minhaj  – i - Sir aj  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. d 2. f  3. a 4. b 5. c 6. e 

Column A Column b 

1. Chr onicler  a) dense and dif f icult  

2. Poet  b. Al-I dr isi 

3. Nast aliq st yle c) Minhj aj  – I  – Sir aj  

4. Shikast e st yle d) Cur sive and easy 

5. Car t ogr apher  e) Amir khusr au 

1. c 2. e 3. a 4. d 5. b 

I I  Mat ch the Following 

I I I  Mat ch the Following 
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1.  We do not  f ind inscr ipt ions f or  t he per iod af t er  AD 700 

2. The Mar at has asser t ed t heir  polit ical impor t ance dur ing t his per iod of  I ndia 

3. For est -dweller s wer e somet imes pushed  out  of  t heir  lands wit h t he spr ead of   agr icult ur al  

 set t lement s 

4. Minhaj - i – Sir aj  was f r om I ndia 

5. Scr ibes copied manuscr ipt s 

6. Change in habit ant  f or ced f or est  dweller s t o migr at e. 

i) False ii) Tr ue iii) Tr ue iv) False v) Tr ue 

 

 

 

i)  I n t he map made by al-I dr isi t he names of  places ar e mar ked in English 

ii) Hist or ical r ecor ds exist  in a var iet y of  languages which changed consider ably over  t he  

 cent ur ies. 

iii) Minhaj - i – sir aj , a 14 t h  cent ur y chr onicler   wr ot e in Per sian. 

iv The t er m ‘ f or eigner ’ was used f or  t he per son of  t he same communit y. 

Column A Column B 

a) I ndia i) a cast e of  scr ibes and secr et ar ies 

b) Kayast har s ii) Holy book of  t he Muslims 

c) Bengal iii) new r uler s sear ching f or  pr est ige 

d) Pat r ons iv) a moder n nat ion-st at e 

e) Qur an v) Gauda 

a.  (iv) b.  (i) c. (v) d. (iv) e. (iii) 

I .  True or False 

   I I .  True or False 

I V.  Mat ch the Following 
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v) The number  and var iet y of  t ext ual r ecor ds incr eased dur ing t his per iod. 

i) – False ii) Tr ue iii) Tr ue iv) False v) Tr ue 

 

 

 

1. Science of  car t ogr aphy dif f er ed bet ween 12t h and 13 t h cent ur y 

2. We have many or iginal manuscr ipt s t o get  inf or mat ion. 

3. Bet ween 8 t h and 14 t h  cent ur y t he t er m Kshat r iya was used f or  gr oup of  Br ahmanas. 

4. St at us of  a j at i r emained same f r om r egion t o r egion. 

5. Muslims had t wo schools of  law hanaf i and shaf i’i 

 

 

 

 

1.  Bet ween 8 t h and 14 t h cent ur y t he t er n Kshat r iya was used f or  gr oup of  Br ahmanas. 

2. Muslims had t wo schools of  law Hanaf i and Shaf i. 

3. Science of  car t ogr aphy dif f er ed bet ween 12t h and 13 t h cent ur y. 

4. We have many or iginal manuscr ipt s t o get  inf or mat ion. 

5. St at us of  a j at i r emained same f r om r egion t o r egion. 

 

 

 

 

1.  List  some of  the t echnological changes associated with  this period 

   a) The Per sian wheel in ir r igat ion  

  b) The spinning wheel in weaving   

  c) Fir ear ms in combat  

 

 

 

1. Tr ue 2. False 3. False 4. False 5. Tr ue 

1. False 2. Tr ue 3. Tr ue 4. False 5. False 

   I I I  True or False 

   I I I  True or False 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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2.  How were t he af f airs of  Jat is regulat ed? 

J at is f r amed t heir  own r ules and r egulat ions t o manage t he conduct  of  t heir  member s.   

These r egulat ions wer e enf or ced by an assembly of  elder s descr ibed in some ar eas as t he j at i 

panchayat .  But  j at is wer e also r equir ed t o f ollow t he r ules of  t heir  villages. 

3.  What  does t he term pan- regional empire mean? 

Pan r egional empir e means empir e spanning diver se r egions. 

4.  What  is cart ography? 

The ar t  of  sket ching maps is called car t ogr aphy 

5.  How do we know about  medieval hist ory? 

The inf or mat ion about  medieval per iod is der ived f r om t wo sour ces  ar chaeological and 

lit er ar y.  The monument s const r uct ed dur ing t his per iod hold a valuable gr ound t ill dat e. 

6.  What  is an archive? 

A place wher e document s and manuscr ipt s ar e st or ed is called an ar chive. 

7.  How are archives usef ul in medieval I ndia? 

Manuscr ipt s wer e collect ed by wealt hy people, r uler s, monast er ies and t emples.  They 

wer e placed in libr ar ies and ar chives.  These pr ovide a lot  of  det ailed inf or mat ion t o hist or ians  

8.  What  were the languages according t o Amir Khusrau,  which exist ed in t he region? 

Sindhi, Lahor i, Kashmir i, Dvasamudr i, Telangani, Guj ar i, Ma’ bar i, Gaur i, Awadhi and 

Hindavi.  Fur t her , Br ahmins knew t he Sanskr it  language. 

9.  Who were pat rons? 

Pat r ons wer e inf luent ial wealt hy individuals who suppor t ed anot her  per son an ar t ist m a 

cr af t s per son, a lear ned man or  a noble. 

 

 

 

1.  Who was considered a “ f oreigner” in t he past ? 

I n t he past , a f or eigner  was a st r anger  who appear ed in a par t icular  village, someone who 

wasn’t  par t  of  t hat  societ y or  cult ur e.  I n Hindi, t he t er m par desi is used t o descr ibe such  a 

per son and aj nabi in Per sian. 

 

 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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2.  How did t he French cart ographer depict  I ndia? How is it  dif f erent  f rom al- I dirisi? 

I n 1720, A Fr ench Car t ogr apher  gave an impr oved ver sion of  t he I ndian subcont inent .  I t  

depict s t he  I ndian subcont inent .  I t  depict s t he I ndian subcont inent  as it  is show now.  I t  gives 

us inf or mat ion about  t he coast al ar eas.  Eur opean t r ader s came t o I ndia by using t his map. 

3.  What  was t he progress in I ndian religion in t his period? 

i) The  ear lier  invader s like t he Gr eeks who came t o I ndia, f ollowed I ndian Religions – 

Hinduism and Buddhism. 

ii) The new invader s – Tur ks, Af ghans and Mughals – br ought  a new r eligion, I slam wit h 

t hem. 

iii) I slam spr ead in I ndia, Lat er  on, Sikhism  was bor n and t he advent  of  Eur opeans saw 

t he spr ead of  Chr ist ianit y 

iv) Hinduism also under went  maj or  changes but  r emained t he main r eligion of  I ndia. 

v) Two new r eligions cult s – Bhakt i Movement  and Suf i movement  br ought  a new way of  

under st anding bet ween I slam and Hinduism. 

4.  How did medieval I ndia af f ect  cast e system? 

I ndian societ y cont inued t o be divided int o many cast es and sub cast es (J at is and 

Upj at is). Most  j at is had t heir  own r ules of  mar r iages.  I n villages, Panchayat s collect ed most  of  

t he t axes.  Sat i, polygamy and pur dah syst ems wer e pr evalent  r apidly. 

5.  How do lit erary sources help in knowing about  medieval hist ory? 

Since paper  was available, a lot  of  wr it t en account s in t he f or m of  chr onicles, 

aut obiogr aphies, f ar maans and account s of  f or eign t r aveller s is available f r om t his per iod in 

Per sian and Ar abic.  These pr ovide a det ailed account  of  r uler s, t heir  achievement s and 

lif est yle which exist ed  dur ing t his per iod. 

6.  What  are t he dif f icult ies hist orians f ace in using manuscript s? 

Manuscr ipt s wer e copied in lar ge number s as t her e was no pr int ing pr ess in t hese days.  

As scr ibes copied manuscr ipt s, t hey int r oduced small changes in a wor ld or  sent ence her e and 

t her e.  These small dif f er ences gr ew over  cent ur ies of  copying unt il manuscr ipt s of  t he same 

t ext  became subst ant ially dif f er ent  f r om one anot her .  As  a r esult  hist or ians have t o r ead 

dif f er ent  manuscr ipt s ver sion of  t he same t ext  t o f ind out  what  t he aut hor  had or iginally 

wr it t en. 
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7.  What  was t he inf luence of  pan- regional rulers on the charact er of  regions in I ndia? 

Year s of  imper ial, pan-r egional r ule alt er ed t he char act er  of  t he r egions and small st at es 

which had r uled over  t hem.  This was visible in emer gence of  may dist ance and shar ed 

t r adit ions, in t he r ealms of  gover nance t he management  of  t he economy, and emer gence of  elit e 

cult ur es and languages. 

8.  What  does a Sanskrit  Prahsast i writ e about  Balban? 

A Sanskr it  pr ashast i pr aised t he Delhi Sult an Ghiyasuddin Balban (1266 – 1287) by saying 

t hat  he was t he r uler  of  a vast  empir e t hat  st r et ched f r om Bengal (Gauda) in t he east  t o Ghazni 

(Gaj j ane) in Af ghanist an in t he west  and included all of  Sout h I ndia (Dr avida).  People of  

dif f er ent  r egions – Gauda, Andhr a, Ker ala, Kar nat aka, Mahar asht r a and Guj ar at  appar ent ly f led 

bef or e his ar mies. 

 

 

 

1.  What  were some of  the maj or religious development  during t his period? 

Some maj or  development s in r eligious t r adit ions wer e wit nessed dur ing t his per iod which 

ar e as f ollows: 

(i) People’s belief  in t he divine was somet imes deeply per sonal, but  mor e usually it  was 

collect ive  

(ii) I t  was dur ing t his per iod t hat  impor t ant  changes occur r ed in what  we call Hinduism 

t oday.  These included t he wor ship of  new deit ies, t he const r uct ion of  t emples by  r oyalt y. 

(iii) One maj or  development  was t he emer gence of  t he idea of  bhakt i – of  a loving, 

per sonal deit y t hat  devot ees could r each wit hout  t he aid of  pr iest s or  elabor at e r it uals. 

2.  I n what  ways has t he meaning of  the t erm ’Hindust an’ changed over the centuries? 

 i) I n 13 t h cent ur y t he t er m ‘Hindust an’ included t he ar eas of  Punj ab, Har yana and lands 

bet ween Ganga and Yamuna. 

ii) Babur  used Hinduism t eam t o descr ibe geogr aphy, f auna and cult ur e of  I ndians 

iii)Amir  Khusr o used t he wor d ‘Hind’ 

3.  What  were the dif f icult ies hist orians f aced in using manuscript s? 

i) The hist or ians f aced dif f icult ies in using manuscr ipt s because t her e was not  pr int ing 

pr ess in t hose days. 

Long Answer Type Quest ions 
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ii) Since scr ibes copied manuscr ipt s, t hey also int r oduced small changes –a wor d her e 

sent ence t her e. 

iii) This is a ser ious pr oblem because t he or iginal manuscr ipt s ar e r ar ely f ound t oday. 

iv) Hist or ians have t o r ead dif f er ent  manuscr ipt  ver sions of  t he same t ext  t o guess what  

t he aut hor  had or iginally wr it t en 

4.  How do hist orians divide the past  int o periods? Do t hey f ace any problems in doing so? 

i) Br it ish hist or ians divided t he hist or y of  I ndia int o t hr ee per iods – ‘Hindu’ , ‘Muslim’  

and  ‘Br it ish’ 

ii) This division was based on t he idea t hat  r eligion of  r uler s was t he only impor t ant  

hist or ical change. 

iii) Few hist or ians f ollow t his per iodisat ion even t oday. 

iv) Most  hist or ians look t o economic and social f act or s t o char act er ise t he dif f er ent  

moment s of  t he past  

5.  What  do you know about  ‘Rajput s’? 

i) The Raj put s der ived t heir  or igin f r om “Raj put r as”. 

ii) This t er m was used f or  t he Kshat r iya cast e, war r ior s and included  r uler s, chief t ains, 

commander s and soldier s of  t he dif f er ent  monar chs all over  t he subcont inent . 

6.  How are chronicles a valuable source of  medieval hist ory? 

I t  is a r ecor d of  r ule of  kings and lif e at  t he cour t .  Some of  t he maj or  chr onicles of  t his 

per iod include: 

i) Raj at ar angini by kalhana, a r uler  of  Kashmir . 

ii)Tar ikh – i-Fir oz Shahi by Zia – ud-din Bar ani which descr ibes accession f r om Balban t o 

Fir oz Shah Tughluq. 

iii) Tughluqnama by Amir  Khusr au dealing wit h r eign of  Khilj is and Tughluqs 

iv) Pr it hvir j  Raso by Chand Bar dai 

7.  Describe t he jat i syst em in I ndia? 

 People  in I ndia wer e gr ouped int o J at is or  sub-cast es abd r anked on t he basis of  t heir  

backgr ound and dif f er ent  occupat ions.  J at is f r amed t heir  own r ules and r egulat ions.  These 

wer e enf or ced by an assembly of  elder s called j at i  panchayat .  But  j at is wer e also r equir ed t o 

f ollow t he r ules of  t heir  villages.  Sever al villages wer e gover ned by a chief t ain. 
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8.  How did I slam grow as a maj or religion in medieval I ndia?  

 Mer chant s and migr ant s f ir st  br ought  t he t eachings of  t he holy Quar an t o I ndia in t he 

7 t h cent ur y.  Many r uler s wer e pat r ons of  I slam and t he ulema -lear ned t heologians and j ur ist s.  

I slam was int er pr et ed in a number  of  ways.  Ther e wer e t he Shia Muslims, who believed t hat  

t he Pr ophet  Muhammad’s son-in-law, Ali was t he leader  of  t he Muslim communit y and t he Sunni 

Muslim accept ed t he aut hor it y of  t he Khalif as. 

 

 

 

 


